
Thematic Assessment of cultural world heritage
Climate change is the most significant and fastest growing threat to people 
and their cultural heritage worldwide (ICOMOS, 19GA 2017/30). Defining 
thematic groups of properties can: 
• enable analysis of thematically-representative properties that inform 

activities both within and beyond their boundary 
• facilitate effective management responses to climate change 
• create strategic networks of World Heritage property managers 

A case study (Venkatachalam et al., in prep) for  the 
Indian Subcontinent  grouped properties by their 
shared characteristics described in their 
Statements of Outstanding  Universal Value (OUV) 
into themes and sub-themes. 

Analysis of land-cover data can provide context for 
assessing potential climate impacts on the 
property and surrounding area. Built-up areas 
(red), crops (yellow), trees (green) and water 
(blue) predominate the area within 5 km of the Taj 
Mahal. 
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Living landscape
Living settlement
Archaeological settlement

Settlements

Spirituality
Buddhism
Islam
Hinduism
Hinduism-related religions
Zoroastrianism
Ancient & indigenous belief systems

Christianity
Jainism
Judaism

Historical rule
British
Mughal
Rajput
Portuguese
Other major South Asian dynasties
Other rulers/kingdoms/empires

Structures
Temple
Fortress
System of transport
Science & technology
Educational institutes
Burial monuments & sites
Doors & gateways
Stepwells & other water installations
City planning & civic ammenities
Other architectural features

Staircase
Walls
Pillars & minarets
Parks & gardens
Stupas
Symbolism & memorials

cultural Association
Interchange of human values
Mixed architectural influences
Cultural routes
Trade
Evidence of tradition or civilization (living/existing)
Religious tolerance & confluence
Stages & events in human history
Transitions, social movements & 'isms'
Interactions with environment

human expression and Genius
Art, craft & aesthetics
Rock art & sculptures
Engineering & technological skill

Building materials
Sandstone
Marble
Granite
Other stone
Bronze
Brass

Iron
Other material
Brick & plaster
Terracotta & ceramic
Wood
Other building material

natural context
Caves
Forests
Mountains & hills
Plateaus & cliffs
Valley
Plain

Arid/Desert
Rivers & lakes
Islands
Mangroves & swamps
Marine coast
Agricultural area

Cultural Themes of the Indian Subcontinent

For more information about the Climate Vulnerability Index:
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